
 

 

TTimeline of DISCDISC 
By  Charlene Atwood 

The acronym DISC DISC has a lot of history behind it.  I dug around in files and found 
some interesting timelines and historic information for those of us who do not 
know the complete story. 
  

TTimeline: 
19721972  The Division of Computing Services (DCS) as it was called was created in 

the Department of Administration to provide statewide computer pro-
gramming and processing services. From 1972-1976, the division oper-
ated without appropriated funds, thus it was dependent upon charges for 
services performed.  

 

1980 1980  DCS was reorganized by Legislature (House bill 3287) into the Division of 
Information System and Computer Services. The reorganized division’s 
goal was to implement a variety of statewide planning and control re-
sponsibilities to include information systems strategic planning, technol-
ogy approvals, budget reviews and auditing. 

 

1984 1984   DISC was created by merging the Telecommunications Office and the 
Division of Information Systems and Computing.  Due to Federal divesti-
ture enactments breaking up AT&T and Bell Systems. This required the 
States to respond with their own telecom systems. As such, the legisla-
ture moved the state office of Telecommunications into DISC. The divi-
sion became the Division of Information Systems and Communications. 
At this time, DISC had 200 full time employees and was fee-based. DISC 
was responsible for the operation of the mainframe computers providing 
technical support services to keep those machines operational 24/7.  

 

1987 1987  DISC completed rewiring of state building and installed telecommunica-
tions switches at Regents sites. The Secretary of Administration moved 
Central Mail and Central Switchboard into DISC from General Services. 

 

20062006  Today DISC has grown into six functional areas.  These six areas work 
 cooperatively to  develop processes and procedures that provide quality 
 IT services and products.  Those functional areas are: 

◊ Bureau Administrative Services — BAS 

◊ Bureau Department of Administrative Systems — BDAS 

◊ Bureau Information Systems — BIS 

◊ Bureau of Customer Services — BOCS 

◊ Bureau of Telecommunications — BOT 

◊ Kansas Information Technology Office — KITO 
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By Donna Luttjohann, NCC 
I would like to thank all of the quiet angels at DISC who routinely 
donate blood.  I can truly attest that you are literally life sav-
ers.  My 8 month old great-nephew in Nebraska was transported 
by ambulance to Lincoln, NE medical center with what they 
thought was a blood infection.   After they ruled out several ma-
jor diseases, they air lifted him to Omaha Children's Hospital.   
 

There they found an auto-immune disease where his antibodies that were supposed to attack a random 
virus, attacked his red blood cells instead.  His red blood cell level was 3 when he arrived at 
the hospital, he was almost gone.   After several blood transfusions, he began to regain his strength, 
however, the antibodies did not retreat.  He continued to have to be transfused.   

 

They finally began giving him immunoglobu-
lin (also from blood donations) to basically 
straighten out his own antibodies.   It is 
through these blood and immunoglobulin 
transfusions that little Isaac's body has 
been able to heal.  His RBC's remain in the 
10 point range (normal) to date and he is 
being tapered off some of the medication 
that helped subdue his destructive antibod-
ies.   
 

Our family truly knows and believes that 
Isaac is with us today because of the quiet 
angels that give the gift of life routinely, 
and that is blood.  Thank you! 
 
 

The next Landon State office building blood 
drive will be held on July 20, 2006 in the room 
106 from 9:00am-12:00pm. If you wish to do-
nate before July, you can visit the Topeka 
Communication Blood Center at: 
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Baby healthy thanks to Angels 

Topeka Center  
800 Lane 
Topeka, KS 66606 
(800) 279-5943 
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Employee Moves 
Cathy Nicoletti, KITO  
resigned on April 7, 2006 
 
Rod Blunt, BOCS 
Promoted to the Security section in DISC 
 
Janice Yokum, BAS  
Retired in March  

Morey and Patti Sullivan  
married on March 17, 2006  

Marriages 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

There are approximately 6,000 
new computer virus's released 
every month.  
 
A byte, in computer terms, 
translates to 8 bits. A nibble is 
half of that: 4 bits. (Two nib-
bles make a byte)  
 
The first Apple hard drive had 
a capacity of 5 megabytes.  
 
An IBM compatible computer 
wasn't considered a hundred 
percent compatible unless it 
could run Microsoft's Flight 
Simulator.  
 
The "save" icon on Microsoft 
Word shows a floppy disk with 
the shutter on backwards.  
 

FUN 
FACTS 

and Trivia 

In Sympathy of 
Linda Flye's father 



 

 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS TO: 

Jim Arnold  Thomas Shaughnessy Todd Fritz  
 
Rick Willoughby Cadre Griffin   Shirley Perry  
 
Evan Desbien  David Lord   Nancy Walden  
  
Carol Coates  Jim Gutzwiller   Steve Lassiter 
 
Paxton Lopeman Javier Barajas   Michele DeMoss 
 
Gary Sherrer  Truett Reed 
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TAYLOR FAMILY 
There is an ongoing Randy Taylor's Children's fund.  Recently they sent Tabitha a check for $56.00. 
The fund was started in January and continues today.  There is a DISC collection container in CSC for 
your loose change and/or donations. Thank you. 

DISC has a variety of talent, not only in Technology but in music as well. Our 
very own Larry Burton, BOCS  was inducted into the 2006 Kansas Music Hall 
of Fame, again. Yes, again; this will be Larry’s 2nd time to be inducted to the 
Kansas Hall of Fame.  
 

He was first inducted in 2005 with the band, ‘The Blue Things’. This year he 
was inducted with, ‘The Jerms’.  
 

To date, Larry is the only person who has been inducted 2 years in a row with 2 
different bands. Congratulations Larry! 
 

Denise Moore’s husband Terry was also inducted into the 2006 Kansas Music 
Hall of Fame for his role with the ‘Spider & the Crabs’. To see a complete list of inductees, please visit: 
http://ksmusichalloffame.org/inductees.html 

DISC  MUSIC  HALL  OF  



 

 

 
 
BDAS: 
To: Jason Marsh, Greg Smith and Alicia Etzel 
I cannot express enough our appreciation for all your help with the new banner and new link.  We could not have 
done it without you all and we appreciate your support! Thanks again! From: Mike Broadwell On Behalf of the De-
partment of Administration, Recruiters Network & Diversity Network 
 
To: Alicia Etzel and Janet Hawkins A&R 
Nice work on the enews. People in Missouri are even impressed. Thank you for all of your hard work.  
From: Megan Ingmire, Governor's Office 
 

BIS: 
To: Beth Zlotky 
I would like to thank Beth for all her knowledge and ideas while trying to solve a problem with one of KDOT's lar-
ger partitioned tablespace/indexspace. Many times I reached conditions where I was using more resources than 
the system (DB2 region or other) allowed and she always had ideas for me and never expressed irritation that I 
was taking a large part of her Saturday. I learned much from this experience. Thank you for this valuable help. 
From: Kathy Hinman, KDOT 
 
To: Terry Howarter 
I wanted to thank Terry Howarter for working with Tim Long and Tony Chien to resolve the CICS sessions is-
sue.  This security issue has plagued us for years and we are very pleased to finally have it resolved. Thanks! 
From: George Baker Hubka, Director of Software Engineering-KDOL Master of Software Engineering, KSU 
 
To: Jim Arnold 
Thanks for the update, Jim. I want to personally thank you for the great strides you have made in changing how 
companies that accept or cash state warrants perceive our credibility. Because of the security features you have 
built into our stock and to printing of the warrants, the bad guys are going to have a more difficult time ripping off 
Kansas banks and businesses. I appreciate all you have done!  From: Peggy Hanna, State Treasurer's office  
 
To: Marsha Rogers and Jim Arnold 
Thank you for your hard work in making the printing enhancements to the State warrants. To date, we have not had 
any forgeries where the face of the warrant was altered.  In the past warrant amounts and descriptions were easily 
changed.  With the reverse printing of the numerical amount and shading of the alpha description, it is very difficult 
for someone to modify.  Thank you. From: Lucinda Anstaett, Director of Cash Management, Office of the State 
Treasurer  
 

BOCS 
To: Jerry Merryman 
Thank you Jerry, I found the User Security Awareness training quite helpful. From: Kathy McLaughlin, Governor’s 
Office 
 

BOT: 
To: Rick Willoughby, Bill Kelly, and Andy Dworak 
We'd like to express our sincere gratitude to Rick Willoughby, Bill Kelly, Andy Dworak and the rest of the 
BOT crew who worked so hard to accelerate the network instillation for the Sharp 8.9 hardware. They truly 
went above and beyond to make that happen ahead of schedule.  Their willingness to do that on short no-
tice was greatly appreciated. You guys are the best. From: Loren Westerdale, Duncan Friend and Joe 
Hennes 
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Helpful Tip: 
Don’t forget to do your taxes by 

April 17th. You can visit t Depart-
ment of Revenue’s site for more 

online tax tips 



 

 

 

More than once, we have been asked about what we are doing in DISC to prepare for a possible 
pandemic flu outbreak.  This would not be like other possible ‘disaster’ events in that it would not 
affect our computers and networks, just the people who keep them processing.  So, how can we 
prepare for the possibility that 30 to 40 percent of our workforce may be unable to report to work 
for an extended length of time? 
The answer, we are suggesting the following preparation: 

As managers and supervisors become aware of single sources of knowledge. (Employees who 
are the only one that knows how to do a certain task)  begin cross training and documenting 
these tasks.   
 

Actually, cross training and documentation is the best solution to the entire problem. Document 
all work processes.  Store electronic copies of the documentation on the shared server drives.  
Keep a paper copy or burn a copy on a CD and store it off site.  Cross train when ever possible. 

 

Go to the following web site to get answers to the following questions on how you and your fam-
ily can be better prepared for a possible pandemic: 
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/pandemic_influenza_faqs.htm 
What is pandemic influenza?  
How are pandemic, avian and seasonal flu different?  
When is the next flu pandemic expected?  
What risks do Kansans face from an influenza pandemic?  
Does a flu shot protect against pandemic flu?  
Are there any other treatments for pandemic flu?  
What should I be doing to protect my family and me?  
How can Kansans prepare for pandemic influenza?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pandemic Flu 
By:   Cheryl Shaughnessy 
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